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acknowledged that the agency has secret drone bases in several nations, including in China. The acknowledgement by former Deputy Director of the CIA Michael Morell came as a Senate Intelligence Committee was considering a bill that would have required the CIA to disclose the locations of covert bases in countries where it operates drones to Congress. The bill, introduced by Sens. Ron
Wyden, D-Ore., and Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., was defeated by the committee on a party-line vote. “We have secret locations in other countries,” Morell told reporters outside the committee hearing. “That’s true for dozens, if not hundreds, of countries.” “That includes China,” Morell said. “That is a secret location.” Morell said the locations are not “inadvertent” or “unintentional.” The CIA did
not reply to a request for comment. The agency has previously said that the number of drone bases around the world has been reduced since the start of the Obama administration. Morell was the CIA’s acting director in 2010. The Senate panel was considering the measure in response to the release of the so-called “Panetta review” that said, in part, that there have been “approximately 17”
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